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July 7th, 2019 
Anointed for Burial  

Mark 14:1-11 
 

BIBLE IN A YEAR READING PLAN 
June 30 Psalms 86-89  July 4 Psalms 106-107 
July 1 Psalms 90-95  July 5 Psalms 108-114 
July 2 Psalms 96-102  July 6 Psalms 115-118 
July 3 Psalms 103-105  July 7 Psalms 119:1-88
  
Lesson Introduction: Chapter 14 is the longest chapter in 
the Gospel of Mark, and covers the days leading up to 
Jesus’ trial and crucifixion. We will spend the next few 
weeks examining these last few hours of Jesus’ ministry 
before going to the cross. What we see in this passage is 
the sacrificial worship of the woman in contrast to Judas’ 
greed-fueled betrayal of Jesus. We will focus on the 
anointing Jesus received before His burial and consider 
how He is worthy of all our adoration, worship, and 
attention.  
 
FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS OF THE PASSAGE:  
 

• Jesus is immeasurably valuable, and worthy of all 
praise. 
 

 
Mark 14:1-11 English Standard Version 
 
It was now two days before the Passover and the Feast 
of Unleavened Bread. And the chief priests and the 
scribes were seeking how to arrest him by stealth and kill 
him, 2 for they said, “Not during the feast, lest there be 
an uproar from the people.” 
 
3 And while he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the 
leper, as he was reclining at table, a woman came with 
an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly, 
and she broke the flask and poured it over his head. 4 
There were some who said to themselves indignantly, 
“Why was the ointment wasted like that? 5 For this 
ointment could have been sold for more than three 
hundred denarii and given to the poor.” And they scolded 
her. 6 But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why do you 
trouble her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. 7 For 
you always have the poor with you, and whenever you 
want, you can do good for them. But you will not always 
have me. 8 She has done what she could; she has 
anointed my body beforehand for burial. 9 And truly, I 
say to you, wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the 

whole world, what she has done will be told in memory 
of her.” 
 
10 Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went 
to the chief priests in order to betray him to them. 11 
And when they heard it, they were glad and promised to 
give him money. And he sought an opportunity to betray 
him. 
 
Discussion Section 1: Hatching a Murderous Plot (V. 1-2) 
 
-What do these verses tell us about the plot to kill Jesus? 
 
-What motivated the chief priests and the scribes to 
want to kill Jesus? 
 
-Why is the Passover a significant detail in the plot to kill 
Jesus? 
 
-How have we schemed deviously, and how do our 
devious schemes relate to the death of Christ? 
 
Note from James R. Edwards The Gospel According to 
Mark (The Pillar New Testament Commentary Series): 
 
Mark identifies the culprits in the plot as "the chief 
priests and teachers of the law," that is, the leaders of 
the Sanhedrin. He does not mention "the Jews," or the 
people, or even the Pharisees. The resolution to kill Jesus 
is an official decision as opposed to a popular decision, 
which, according to Mark, is linked to Jesus' attack on 
the temple (11: 18). The description of the plot oozes 
with intrigue: "The chief priests and the teachers of the 
law were looking for some sly way to arrest Jesus and kill 
him." The word for "looking for" (Gk. zētein) carries the 
connotation of seeking to gain power over or control (see 
further on the term at1: 37). The word for "arrest" (Gk. 
kratein) carries connotations of seizing or repressing (see 
further on the term at 3: 21). The word translated "sly" 
(Gk. dolos) carries the sense of guile and deception; and 
"kill" (Gk. apokteinein) identifies the cold and ultimate 
objective of the plot. Already in the description of the 
plot against Jesus a connection with the Passover is 
discernible, for the language about death, which 
necessarily described the Passover lamb, is applied to 
Jesus. The redemption that will be wrought at the cross, 
no less than that at the Red Sea, will be won at the cost 
of the death of the Firstborn. 
 
Jerusalem was the only place where the Passover could 
be celebrated, and the festival drew huge crowds, greatly 
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increasing not only the population of the city but also the 
threat of a Jewish uprising. The Romans, as a 
consequence, took massive security precautions during 
festivals. This helps explain why the Jewish authorities 
hoped to dispatch Jesus without provoking a 
confrontation with his Galilean sympathizers (v. 2). 
 
Discussion Section 2: The Immeasurable Worth of Jesus 
(V.3-9) 
 
-Why was Jesus at Simon the leper’s house? 
 
-Why were the disciples indignant at the woman’s 
gesture? 
 
-How might we exalt the doing of good deeds over Christ 
Himself? 
 
-What did this anointing represent? 
 
-What do these verses teach us about how we are to live 
for Christ? 
 
Note: In between two short sections where we see a 
conspiracy unfolding to betray and murder Jesus, we get 
a look at what true devotion to Him really looks like. 
Interestingly, we see that Jesus is at Simon the leper’s 
house. The fact that Simon had a house at all indicates 
that he was no longer a leper, as lepers were typically 
outcasts in Jewish society. Perhaps this man was 
miraculously healed by Jesus and had now invited Him to 
his home for a meal in His honor. At any rate, what we 
see once again concerning Jesus, is that He is in no way 
ashamed to associate with the lowly and downtrodden. 
A former leper was probably not on the radar of a many 
religious elites, but Jesus was glad to be at His house. 
This is important to note as we consider Jesus’ later 
comments about giving to the poor. Let us make no 
mistake, Jesus cares deeply for outcast and the poor. But 
if our mission is simply to feed the poor, we miss the 
boat. What we learn is that the exaltation and adoration 
of Jesus is what should be primarily on the minds of His 
followers.  
 
The woman in this passage is identified as Mary (Lazarus 
and Martha’s sister) in John 12:3. It must have been 
quite shocking to all present that she would make such a 
scene by pouring this flask of pure nard out over Jesus’ 
head. Not to mention the fact that it was worth a year’s 
wages (John 12:5)! Indeed, we do see that it agitated 
those present (specifically Judas Iscariot according to 

John 12), for they could not understand such an 
extravagant gesture toward Jesus. The truth is, Judas 
was not concerned for the poor so much as he was 
concerned for his own pocketbook (John 12:6), which we 
will see more of later in the lesson. But Jesus is quick to 
point out that even if the concern was genuinely for the 
poor, He is still worthy of such an offering. If we give all 
we have to the poor but fail to do it for the glory of Jesus, 
we miss the point. Because Jesus is supremely valuable is 
what should motivate charitable giving.  
 
What we learn from Mary is that Jesus is immeasurably 
valuable. A few chapters earlier, we saw a widow woman 
give next to nothing, but give all she had nonetheless, 
and Jesus was pleased. Here, we see a woman give 
sacrificially give something of great value, no doubt her 
most precious possession, and again, Jesus is pleased. 
The point is, Jesus is worthy of our best, always. We 
cannot give too much for His honor, and in His name. 
Mary teaches us that knowing and honoring Jesus our 
highest calling. Above all other good deeds, exalting Him 
is the greatest thing we can do. She did what she could, 
probably not knowing the significance of this anointing. 
This act pointed to the burial that was just around the 
corner. Mary had made a huge sacrifice in honor of 
Jesus, but Jesus was about the make the greatest 
sacrifice that would ever be made.  
 
Discussion Section 3: Losing by Gaining (V. 10-11) 
 
-How do the previous verses relate to Judas going to the 
chief priests to betray Jesus? 
 
-How did the promise of money end up being an 
inadequate payoff for Judas’ actions? 
 
-In what ways do we buy into the lies of sinful behavior? 
How do we end up losing in our attempts to gain 
satisfaction through sin? 
 
Note: As this passage closes, we see, tragically, that 
Judas was motivated so much by greed that He was 
willing to betray the Lord. It was as if seeing Jesus receive 
the costly gift from Mary sent Him over the edge, and, 
enticed by money, He agreed to betray Jesus. As we wrap 
up this lesson, may we consider what sin it is that entices 
us to betray Jesus? As much as we would like to think 
otherwise, we have Judas-like tendencies in us. Sin 
promises so much to us that it cannot fulfil. But praise 
God that we have a Savior who has fulfilled every 
promise of God by His blood (2 Corinthians 1:20). 


